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Gray’s-Inn, July 20, 1754. 


—— Fulgente trakit confivitios Gloria curru 
Non minus ignatos Generofis— Hor. 


Vendidit hic auro patriain, dominumque potentem 
Impofuit, fixit leges pretio atque refixit. Vire. 


= RES IRGEHAN was a poor Peafant in the 
RGSS Delarts of Arabia ; he frequently begged 
Wiha Defarts of Arabia ; he irequently beggec 
RA. St Be yh an Alms of the Travellers in the paffing 
r Wy Car s he fora long Time drove the 
y Nf wegdfe2, Caravan ; he g me * the 
Ny Ses a, Up loaded Camel over Mount Pharan fora 
NS Ww 42 Jeweller of Cairo, and having at length by 
NTE NIA OGrx5 an amazing Parfimony, and the moft inde- 
atigable Induftry got together a few Sequins of Gold, he 
followed the Occupation of his Matter. His Affairs thrived to 
well with him, than in the Courfe of a few Years Mirgeban 
began to affume to himfelf the Pride of Wealth, and his Coun- 
tenance,which formerly was humbled by Poverty anda Dejection 
of Spirits, began to brighten up and dart around him thote 
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Gleams of Complacence and Self-Satisfaction, which are cufto- 
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ftomary with People in Affluence. In order to extend his Intereft 
and enlarge his Schemes for the Accumulation of Wealth, Mir- 
geban, now bafking under the Sunfhine of his Fortune, refolved 
to remove to Bafra, where he was foon diftinguifhed as the moft 
eminent Merchant of the Place. As it is the Nature of Am- 
bition to be ever reftlefs and unfatisfed, after having in the 
Courfe of fix Years Refidence amafied a very ample Fortune, 
he determined with himfclf to change his Abode once more, 
and fettle himfelf with all his immenfe Wealth at Bagdad. 

MIRGEHAN was no fooner fixed at Bagdad, than the 
Reputation of his Affluence fpread itielf abroad. In all con- 
vivial Meetings among the Reft of the Merchants, as foon as his 
Lips feemed to open, every Tongue was fufpended with Silence, 
every Eye gazed at him with Admiration, and every Ear de- 
voured the Periods of his Story with greedy Earneftnets. In his 
ferious Moments, he was dogmatically iententious, and in fhort, 
pithy, clofe Expreflions he would eftablifh Maxims of Prudence, 
and he would point out to the Company each gradual Step he 
took towards the Encree'e of his Fortune. He now drank no- 
thing but the mofl delicious Wines of the Eaft, and when the: 
exhilerating Cup had hited his Spirits into a_ tolerable Degree 
of Cheerfulnefs, each enamoured Guelt hung with Rapture 
on all he uttered. Tits Voice, which naturally was as rough 
as the Sound occafioned by a Collifion of Billows on the Ocean, 
now feemed as foft as the fragrant Gale which pants upon the 
Leaves of the 4rc2b/a1 Trees. 

By this Time Mirgeban’s Credit was become fo extenfive 
that People of all Ranks and Conditions depofited their Money 
with Mirgeban, and he had every Day, a very great Number of 
Servants counting over the Sequins of Geld, which he was cither 
to receive or pay away for others. Inthe Midft of all thefe 
Smiles of Fortune, it happened that the Relict of a rich Mer- 
chant, lately fnatched away from the Face of the Earth by 
the Angel of Death, attracted his Attention. Her Name was 
Dardané, born in the City of Damas, and now in the Poffeffion 
of very great Wealth, From the Habits, which Education and 
Time had implanted in her, fhe was in her Temper of a moft 
ereedy Avarice, and a powerful Ambition to be counted 
richer than the Reft of her Acquaintance; urged by thefe In- 
itigations, fhe beftowed her lovely Form upon Mirgehan, who, 
in a fhort Time fo contrived it, that the Rofes faded on her 
Cheek, the Lilly appeared of a yellower Hue, and by flow 
Degrees her Conftitution received fuch fevere Strokes from 
his Severity, that fhe totally pined away, and in a fhort Time 
Jay breathlefs on her Bed. 
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MIRGEHAN was now happy in the Completion of 
his Withes ; he had got Rid of a Wife, whom, notwithftanding 
her exquifite Beauty, his Soul ever abhorred, and he exulted 
in the Review of the vaft Acceffion to his Fortune, which thro’ 
her Means, he had obtained. His Heart now began to expand 
re oreater Alacrity, and he refolved to fpend the Remainder 

his Days, in Kafe, in Elegance, in Luxury, and every de- 
‘es Enjoyment. The Dainties of the Eaft did not fuffice 
to crown his Board; he wouid fend to the Weit for Turtle, and 
every Corner of the Globe adminiftered to his Gratifications. 
Not far from Bagdad, he purchafed a moft elegant and magni- 
ficent Houle, where he determined to fix his country Retreat, 
The Rooms eternally refounded with Singers and Minftrels ; 
Amber and <Aloes contributed their rich Perfumes ; and his 
Tables were covered with Vaies of Agate filled with the moit 
delicious Liquors, Painting and Sculpture concurred to adorn 
his Apartments. Mirgeban was Ied into all this Profufion by 
an irrefiftible Vanity, from which he derived many exquifite 


Senfations of Pleafure, when he found his Wealth and his 


Pofieflions admired, and he the more readily fuffered himtelf to 
be induced by this Principle in his Conftitution, from a Con- 
viction, that all his grand Appearance of Affluence, ferved to 
cilate his Reputation, and that in Confequence of his exten- 
five Credit, he fhould have ample and frequent Opportunities 


of re-imburfing himfelf, by the Ufe he knew to make of the 


pecuniary Confidence, which others repofed in him. 

MIRGEHAN was now happy in all the Enjoyments 
which Riches could procure him. his Fleart danced to perpe- 
tual Lunes of Joy, and the Meannefs of his Birth he thought 
fufficiently compenfated by the Luftre and Dignity of his pre- 
fent Way of Life. And now to compleat his Elevation, and 
to raife himfelf to that Point of Eminence, from which he ima- 
gined, he might fafhion: ony look down upon moft of his Fel- 
low-Creatures, Fortune, who had for a Series of Years fmiled 
propitioufly upon all the Undertakings of AZirgebax, at leneth 
prefente d ain O, pportunity. 

Ir happened that the Emperor of Bagdad, had Occafion, on 
; lmergence in his Affairs, to call together an Aflem- 
bly of the wieft aid ableft Heads, in his Territories, in Order 
to aflit his Councils, to help him in framing falutary Laws 
for the due Regulation of his St ubjects, and to point out pro- 
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‘ " A 


tie Ady . ice ot his / 5 1Z1eF, and in a few Days ge Miand ites Wcre 


~ & 7 o" Aton eho he | 1 orc rr 7? 7% ¢ . * ' Dae 
Giipa ucched CO fundry CLiITerene Larts COMMancain tre | I\)- 








256 THE GRAY’sINNJOURNAL. No. 43. 


vinces and Towns to depute to the general Divan, two Perfons 
the moft renowned for Sagacity and Judgment. Mirgeban was 
at his Country-Seat, when he heard this News, and his Paffions 
being violent as the eddying Sand during a Tempeft, he inftant- 
ly conceived a Defire to be enrolled among the moft diftinguifh’d 
Politicians of Bagdad. 

Accorpinc_y he forthwith fet out upon this Expedition ; but 
he had not gone far from his own Habitation, when, travelling 
a folitary Road over along extended Mountain, the Heat of 
the Day, together with the Fatigue he had underwent, incli- 
ned him to ftop under a fhady Retreat, and refrefh his Sentes 
with a gentle Slumber. From this he was foon awakened by 
a Strain of Mufick, which thrilled fo melodioufly in his Ears, 
that he thought Gleams of Paradife were opening to his dazled 
Sight. © He looked around, and faw a_ reverend Form advance 
towards him; Mirgehban arofe from the Arbour, in which he 
was reclined, and inftantly throwing himfelf on his Knees, he 
worfhipped the radiant Appearance which ftood before him. 
This Perfonage was an holy Hermit, who long inhabited a 
fmali Manfion on the Side of a Rock, which terminated the 
Profpeét on the left Side of the Mountain. Being endowed 
with a Magic Power, he called forth to his Sight fuch beauti- 
ful Scenes, as looked like a new Creation. Mirgeban’s Heart 
throbbed with holy Rapture. At length the bright Form be- 
ean. ‘© Mirgeban, I know thy Purpole, IT am acquainted with 
*¢ thy Defizn in this thy Journey. But reflect, O Man, in the 
*¢ Obicurity of thy Birth, and the Meannefs of thy Educa- 
‘€ tion, Cant{t thou confer Light to the Councils of the Wife? 
** Canft thou difpel the Mitt ae before their Eyes, and let in 
*¢ powerful Irradiations of Truth upon their darkling Under- 
‘** ftandings. Defift, vain Man, from thy ill founded Purfuits.” 
At thefe Words the venerable Hermit waved his Wand, and 
fuddenly the Scene vanifhed like a Morning Dream from Mir- 
yor Eyes. After having again raifed his Arm, ‘* Now, 

‘ faid he, let the Objects which are placed before thee inftruét 
*¢ thy Soul; there behold how eafily thou might’{t have fquan- 
** dered away all thofe Poffeffions, which your Soul delights 
in fora mere empty Bubble. There fee an Election for two 
Perfons to affift in the Debates forthe Eafe and Happinefs of 
the Califf, and his People, fee the Blind, the Lame, the 
“¢ Old, the Infirm, the Sick arriving in Caravans to vote for 
thole who pay them highett. See how they all folemnly 
vow by the holy Prophet, that Money has no Influence up- 
on them, and yet behold how in 
‘* quins of Gold! Does not thy Hleart, which is ferd with 
“all its) Afiections upon thy 
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<¢ in thee, to think that in this Manner all thy Wealth might 
“¢ be fquander’d away, and thou not be able to render the 
** Jeaft Service to the Calif, thy Country or thy Family. That 
“¢ this is the Fate of many, who like thee, have arofe from 
‘* mean Beginnings, and have in their old Days proved mere 
‘© Spendthrifts, thou may“it receive ocular Demonftration, by 
<¢ furveying thofe Wretches who are now defpifed by their 
ce Country, detefted by their Relations, and defpifed by the 
“© Vizier, in whofe Service thy y exh ‘afind all their Treafures.”’ 
Here Zemroude, (ior that was the Hermit’s Name) percei- 
ving the Affections of AMéirgeban perfedtly changed, dileviad 
into the Air his new Creation, returned with folemn Step to 
his Cell under the Rock, and Afirgehan ordered his Camels 
to be turned towards Bagdad, where he fpent the Remainder 
of his Days in Eafe and Content; and, at his Death, he left 
that Fortune, which he was going to fquander in vifionary 
Schemes, among his Relations, who now live in Affluence, and 
the Memory of Mirgehazn is relpected among them. 
WwW. 


SHOOLOOKOHOCHORO ROMO CHC Ooo a chocko ho Ko osooko cho oko ckookackorkoctcatoatuokoots 


TRUE INTELLIGENCE. 


From my own Apartment, July 20. 
y AM requefted fo earneftly to infert the following Latin Lines, to- 
I eether with the annexed Tranflation by a Boy of thirteen Years old, 
that I cannot refufe them a Place inthis Day’s Paper. If the Eng/i/> Lines 
are really by a Boy of that Age, I think he deferves the Encouragement 
of feeing them printed. 


RBIS in extremi jacco defertus arenis ; 
Fert ubi perpetuas obruta Terra nives. 
Non ager hic Pomum, non dulces educat Uvas, 
Non falices ripa, robora Monte, virent. 
Neve fretum Terra laudes magis equora femper. 
Ventorum rabie, folibus orba tument. 
Quocunaque afpicias, campi cultore carentes, 
Vaftaque, que nemo vindicet, arva jacente 
Hoftis adeft dextra lavaque a parte timendus, 
Vicinoque Metu terret utrumque Latus. 


AR from my Country, in a dreary Land 
[lie deferted on the barren Sand. 
No kindly Summer chears the Natives here, 
But on the Ground, perpetual Snows appear; 
Pomona’s lufcious Gifts are here unknown, 
Thefe thirfty Sands the juicy Grapes difown. 
No Mounts appear with verdant loreft crown’d, 


No trembling Ofiers deck the marfhy Ground. 
Chear!efs 
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Chearlefs and funlefs pafs the gloomy Days, 
While conftant Storms the dafhing Billows raife. 
Unclaim’d on ev’ry Part the Lands appear, 

A Soil deferted by the Tiller’s Care. 

On ev’ry Side, th’ infulting Foe draws near, 
And ev’ry Side has Caufe alike to fear. 


By Advices from Hockley in the Hole we learn, that there has been very 
deep Play carried on there in the laft Week, which*has contributed to ren- 
der this Place much more flourifhing than heretofore, Clean Lodginge for Tra- 
vellers being now dearer than ever, and the Ale, which was formerly fold 
for Two-pence a Yard, being now fold at Three-pence, not to mention 
that you cannot in any Part of this polite Place, Shave for a Penny, the 
Barbers having a great Deal of genteel Bufinefs on their Hands. Houfes 
are already known here by the Names of White’s, George's, Sc. and it is 
a Matter of extreme Difficulty to be brought into any of the Clubs by Ballot, 
the Members being determined to make it a very felect Meeting, and to 
admit none but the better Sort of People in this Quarter of the World. 


Conftantinople, June 1. 

The Attention of the Briti/h Court begins at prefent to be fomewhat more 
acceflible to Objects worthy of their Care, the Affair of Eizabeth Canning 
and Mary Squires being brought well nigh to a Conclufion, owing in a great 
Meafure to tie Affiduity of the /n/peéfor General of Great-Briisin, who has 
fpared no Pains to unravel this intricate Affair, and it is allowed by all 
Europe, that he has acquitted himfelf with great Honour in his high Office, 
which we fuppofe to be one of the greateft Employments under the 
Crown. 

From the Daily- Advert:fer, July 17. 

On Monday Night between eleven und twelve o’Clock a Fire broke out 
at the Houfe of Mr. Memory, at the Curner ot Stafford Street, next to Old- 
Bondjireet, which ina little Time entirely coufumed the fame. He and 
his Family efcaped with Difficulty, almoit naked. /t zs highly probable that 
Mr. Memory will remember this Lhe.cer', 


From t'e fume Paper, July, 17. 


A Turtle, which weighed three hundred Weight, has been prefented to 
the Gentlemen of Wite’s Chocolate-Houfe, and on Moniay it /aid five 
Eggs. We foould rather have expected that a Turtle at this Place would have 
laid five Pounds, and therefore we are apt to think the Word Eggs an Error 

the Prefs. 

7 4 From the fame Paper. 

Ladies andGentlemen carefully taught abroad and at Home grammztically 
in fix Months, to read, fpeak, and write Engi in good French, and French 
in good Englifh, by a Perfon educated at Paris, and a Native of France. It 
is well this Perfonage has told us his Country, otherwife we fhould be apt to 
think his Englifh in French, and his French im Englith, to be the Growth of 
another neighbouring Country. 
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